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Violence is an increasing phenomena in the United
States that affects all races and socioeconomic groups.
Among the 16 industrialized countries surveyed by the
National Research Council in 1988, the United States had the
world's highest prevalence rates for aggravated assaults and
homicides, and far exceeded the rates of other U.S.
territories like Puerto Rico.^ In Chicago, USA Today
reported that the American Medical Association is giving the
nation an overall grade score of "D" in its annual report
card on violence for the second straight year.^
There seems to be an epidemic of violence in the
American society; violence has become a part of life for
many African American youth. Among the incidence of
violence in the United States, Whites, Blacks, Hispanics and
Native American youth are all highly represented. However,
for many Black adolescents in the 1990s, violence is a daily
National Research Council, Understanding and
Preventing Violence (Washington, DC: National Academy
Press, 1993), 3.
^Doug Levy, "USA Almost Flunks Violence Report Card,"
USA Today. 12 June 1996, 1(D).
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reality.^ In 1990, young Black males were 20 times more
likely than White females to be victimized.^
The subject of violence among Black youth is reported
in the electronic media and the print media, addressed in
national documents and is the subject at nxamerous
conferences. Print media and television media both tend to
report statistics and present graphic images of homicides
and other violent crimes regarding Black youth in
economically depleted, African American communities. These
Black youth also experience acts of violence in their homes
and neighborhoods and they witness the portrayal of violence
on prime time television and in movies.®
Therefore the perception of violence as a crisis
becomes restricted and isolated to a phenomena that
disproportionately occur among the Black youth.
A recent audit of electronic news media was done by
graduate students in a "709 Differential Policy Analysis"
class at Clark Atlanta University School of Social Work in
April 1996. The "News Audit on Violence" collected data
from the major television channels in Atlanta, Georgia over
a ten day period on (1) the nature of the main attraction/
news highlights, (2) the nature of the crime in the news and
®"Adolescents and Violence," American Journal of Public




the identification of the perpetrator, (3) the occurrence of
violence, and (4) the nature of the upcoming news.* The
report indicated that in some cases, more frequently than
any other racial groups, the perpetrator was Black, and the
nature of the main attraction was the occurrence of a
violent act.
In many geographical locations, the problem of
violence among Black youth is addressed across the nation in
the print media. Garrett relates that in an article in
1992, the Detroit Free Press published the Detroit "Most
Wanted" list which contained the names of two Black
adolescents wanted for murder.^
In Atlanta, the headlines reported, "Gang suspected
in suburban death."® Five alleged members of the Black
Gangster Disciples, an aggressive street gang, were charged
with the slaying of a sixteen year old African American
youth.’ A few weeks later, Dekalb County police arrested
16 members of the gang for staged violent robberies of
businesses and for the murder of another Black teenager who
*Noel Gaskin and Monique Spaulding, Survey
Questionnaire; News Audit on Violence (Atlanta, GA; Clark
Atlanta University School of Social Work, 1996).
^Darhyl Garrett, "Violent Behaviors of African-American
Adolescents," Adolescence 30 (Spring 1995): 117.
^Charles Walston, "Gang Suspected in Suburban Death,




had crossed their paths.'*'’ It was reported that in each
armed robbery they committed, they got more and more
aggressive.” These youth were at least 15 years old, had
known each other for years, and represented different
socioeconomic backgrounds.
Utilizing a national document developed by the
Children's Defense Fund, Reginald Jones reported that:
Black youth comprised about 15% of the youth
population in 1983, and accounted for almost
half of the youth arrests for violent crimes,
one fourth of the youth arrests for property
crimes, over half of the arrests for murder
and aggravated assault and two thirds of the
youth arrests for rape.’^
Further, the Children's Defense Fund has reported the
following statistics:
The 2,631 Black children who died from
firearms in America has constituted the
highest yearly total since child gun deaths
have been reported by the National Center for
Health Statistics.’^
The 250 Black children 10 to 14 years old who
died from gunfire in 1993, which included 187
’'’Charles Walston, "16 Youths Held in Crime Spree,"
Atlanta Journal/Constitution. 6 July 1996, 1(C).
’’ibid.
’^Children's Defense Fund, "Juvenile Delinquency and
Violence," in Urban Stress and Mental Health in Black Youth:
An Epidemiologic and Conceptual Update (Denmark, SC:
Children's Defense Fund, 1985), 131, quoted in Reginald L.
Jones, Black Adolescents (Berkeley: Cobb and Henry
Publishers, 1989), 131.
’^Children's Defense Fund, "Trends Relating Youth and
Children Violence," in Student Leadership Trainincr in
Violence Prevention (Denmark, SC: Children's Defense Fund,
1996), 4-5.
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homicides and 23 suicides, were the equivalent
of nine classrooms of school children.^*
Black males ages 15-19 suffered the greatest
gun toll among children and teens. Gun
homicide among Black children and youths
escalated 290% between 1984 and 1993. Youth
ages 15 to 19 made up the vast majority (88%)
of such deaths in 1993.^®
Government studies have also documented an increase
in the incidence of violence among Black youth. Between
1984 and 1988, the Children's Defense Fund indicated that
the Centers for Disease Control reported that the murder
rate for Black youth ages 15-19 rose by 100 percent.^® Six
percent of the 10 to 17 year old age are affiliated with
gangs, and Black youth constitute more than one-fifth of
juvenile arrests for violent criminal behaviors.^’
According to the National Research Council, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) revealed that from 1977 to
1982, half of the juveniles arrested for the most violent




“National Research Council, Youth Gangs and Violence:
An Example of Social Processes at Work (Washington, DC:
National Academy Press, 1993), 250.
“Evan Stark, "The Myth of Black Violence," Social
Worker 38 (July 1993): 4.
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erupted in communities and are destroying lives and
neighborhoods.
A profile for the 1980s on the condition of America's
children, reported that the trend for teen violent death
rates for ages 15-19 (per 100,000 teens) was 11 percent
worse on a national level and 34 percent worse on a state
level.The profile further indicated that African
American children made up 16 percent of one to fourteen year
olds and had sustained 23 percent of child deaths, and also
had a higher chance of death as a result of an accident,
suicide or murder.“
Conferences have convened to address the prevalence
of violence and violence prevention for youth. The National
Institute of Justice reported on a national conference on
"Solving Youth Violence; Partnerships that Work." This
conference was attended by a wide range of professionals,
national figures, clergy and community activists. The
significance of the subject addressed in this conference
drew attention from the Vice President of the United States,
A1 Gore, the First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, and the
Attorney General Janet Reno, who were participants." The
^“Center for the Study of Social Policy, Kids Count
Data _BooK; State Profiles of Child Well Being (Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office, 1992), 7.
“Ibid.
"National Institute of Justice, Solving Youth
Violence; Partnerships That Work (Washington, DC; U.S.
Department of Justice, 1994).
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issue of violence among African American youth was discussed
by the conference as well. It was suggested that there is a
need for violence prevention interventions and that many
systems in the communities could have a role. Among the
systems and organizations that have addressed problems in
the Black community is the Black church.
Statement of the Problem
Violence among Black youth has escalated beyond this
country's control. Troubled by the breakdown in many
community structures, deterioration of some Black families,
substance abuse, poverty, violence on television, violence
in some rap music, street gangs, and illegal firepower, many
Black youth see violence as a way of life. There is a
tendency for Black youth to feel that they have been
influenced by the wider European patriarchal society and
have a host of factors beyond personal and family
characteristics that sometimes lead them to arm themselves,
take offense, and resist in ways that contribute to
violence. Violence among Black youth is of such magnitude
that it has, according to Kaljee, changed the social
structure in some communities and have caused communities to
vary in their ability to control and confront violence.“
®^Linda M. Kaljee, Izabel Ricardo, and Bonita Stanton,
"Urban African American Adolescents and Their Parents:
Perceptions of Violence Within and Against Their
Communities," Human Organization 54 (Winter 1995): 4.
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Programs have been developed by institutions such as
schools, juvenile courts, detention and mental healths
centers, to deal with the problem of violence among the
Black youth. Even with the development of these programs,
there continues to be wide prevalence of violence among
Black youth. Of the institutions involved in addressing
violence in the Black community, rarely is there a mention
of violence prevention among Black youth by the Black
church. This institution is endemic to the Black community;
yet reports from the electronic and print media,
governmental documents, and conferences seem to be void in
identifying the Black church as a resource for preventing
violence in the African American community.
The problem addressed in this study is the escalation
of violence among Black youth and whether this problem is
addressed by the Black church, one of the primary systems in
the Black community, to deal with the existence of violence
among African American youth. The question for this study
is whether or not Black churches are acting in ways that
might limit the crisis of violence among Black youth.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to determine the role
Black churches are playing in intervening in this phenomena
of violence among Black youth. The study focuses on
determining if contemporary Black churches in the city of
9
Atlanta, Georgia are engaged in programs that prevent,
eliminate, or reduce violence among Black youth.
Significance of the Study
There is a tendency to hope for solutions to the
prevention of Black youth from committing violence and from
being victims of violence. Studies show that the Black
church has become a social communal agent of refomm in
African American communities." Parents, teachers and
social workers are recognizing the need for more
comprehensive programs to prevent violence among Black
youth, but have not yet challenged extensively how the Black
church can assist with this crisis. The thought of the role
of the Black church and the prevention of violence for young
Black adolescents, challenges two opposite forces together
on the same study. The Black church symbolizes peace and
harmony and violence syxabolizes disruption of all kinds."
The Black church has long been perceived as the
pillar of strength in the Black community." Scholars like
Lincoln and Mamiya believe that the Black church has been
the most important agent for stability, law abiding and
"C. Eric Lincoln and Lawrence H. Mamiya, The Black
Church in the African American Experience (Durham, NC: Duke
University Press, 1990), 382.
"Andrew Billingsley, One More River to Cross; The Role
of the Black Church as Agent of Social Reform (New York:
Oxford University Press, forthcoming).
"Lincoln and Mamiya, The Black Church. 382.
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upward mobility in the community. On the other hand,
violence disrupts the feeling of well being. This study may
show insight on how the Black church as an institution can
be a significant resource for intervention, and may
alleviate some of the existing gaps in the literature
regarding the prevention of violence among Black youth.
This study may enhance the understanding of
additional resources available to prevent violence among
Black youth. The effectiveness of the resources found in
the Black churches may implicate the need to involve the
Black church as a social system which may help to prevent
violence among Black youth in the Black community. The
importance of this study in social work education may lead
to an etho that this institution, the Black church, may be a
viable resource that can assist social workers with the
prevention of violence among disproportionately represented
Black youth.
This researcher has become aware of the epidemic and
disproportionate representation of violence among Black
youth. There is an interest and motivation by the
researcher to respond to the insufficient attention that has
been given to the religious institution, the Black church,
in the prevention of violence. It is the belief of the
researcher that the Black church can be used to assist with
the prevention of violence for African American youth.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
This chapter discusses (1) theory on violence, (2)
violence prevention among Black youth, (3) theories on the
prevention of violence among Black youth, (4) some past and
present studies, findings, and theories in regard to the
role of the Black church, (5) related research on violence
prevention, (6) the theoretical framework for this study on
some causal factors associated with violence among Black
youth, (7) hypothesis statements, and (8) the operational
definitions.
Although some studies discussed the prevention of
violence for Black youth, few studies were found that
focused on the prevention of violence among Black youth with
an emphasis on the role of the Black church.
The Black church might possibly be involved in
violence prevention for Black youth at several levels.
Gibbs, Lachmenmeyer and Sigal describe the levels of
intervention as primary, secondary and tertiary. Primary
preventions involve an attempt to lower the rate of new
cases of youth violence in the African American population
by taking measures to counteract the harmful factors before
they lead to violence behaviors.''
'Margaret S. Gibbs, Julian Rasic Lachenmeyer and Janet
Sigal, Community Psychology: Theoretical and Empirical
Approaches (New York: Gardner Press, Inc., 1980), 209.
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Secondary prevention is an attempt to reduce the rate
of violence among Black youth by identifying situations that
place an African American youth at risk and changing those
factors that lead to new cases.^
Tertiary preventions are those interventions that
reduce the rate of violence among Black youth within a
community.^
Theory on Violence
The National Research Council summarized three
developmental theories that are important to understanding
the development of violence and aggression. They are; (1)
the frustration-aggression theory, (2) the cognitive-
behavioral theories, and (3) the social learning theory.^
The principle of the frustration-aggression theory suggest
that when people become frustrated and when their goals are
thwarted, they become aggressive.^ Researchers questioned
and demonstrated the weaknesses of the frustration-
aggression model on the basic premise that frustration is a
necessary facilitator of aggresion.*
^Ibid.
^Ibid.





Bandura proposed in the social learning theory, that
aggressive behavior is learned and maintained through
environmental experiences.^ Factors associated with the
psychological perspectives emphasize that aggressive and
violent behaviors are learned responses to frustration, that
they can be learned as instruments for achieving goals, and
that the learning occurs by observing models of such
behavior.® The cognitive-behavioral theory, a part of the
social learning theory, holds that aggressive behavior is a
product of angry, aggressive thoughts. Huesmann and Eron
developed a cognitive model of the development of aggression
that argues that such behavior is to a great extent
controlled by programs or "scripts" learned during the
child's early development.’ Eron and other colleagues
found that aggression tends to be a stable characteristic,
one that is established early and remains in effect unless
some form of intervention is successful.
Durant and colleagues examined the social and
psychological factors associated with the causes of violence
among Black youth in high level crime communities. They
found that the cultural transmission theory proposes that
^A. Bandura, Aggression: A Social Learning Analysis
(Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1973), 379.
®National Research Council, Understanding and
Preventing Violence. 378.
’l. R. Huesmann and L. D. Eron, "Cognitive Processes
and the Persistence of Aggressive Behavior," Aggressive
Behavior 10 (1989): 243-251.
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crime and delinquency among Black youth are learned in
interaction with other people, largely within intimate
primary groups such as families, peer groups, or gangs and
that this continuous exposure to high levels of crime may
have a significant effect on the increase of violent
behaviors The cultural transmission theory, also
referred to as the cultural deviance theory or culture
conflict theory, has similarity to the learning theory.’’
It suggests that by adhering to the values of people with
whom they are in close personal contact. Black youth are
often put in a position in which they must violate the law
and thereby culturally transmitting these values from one
generation to the next.
Ward and Mitchell believe there is no one theory that
"captures the totality of individual growth and
development"; this is the case for theories and models on
causation and dynamics of violence in general and in
specific to African Americans.’^ Ward and Mitchell cited
’^Robert DuRant, Chris Cadenhead, and Robert
Pendergrast, "Factors Associated with the Use of Violence
among Urban Black Adolescents," American Journal of Public
Health 84 (April 1994) 4.
’’Larry Siegel, Criminolocry. 3d ed. (St. Paul, MN: West
Publishing Company, 1989), 161.
’^Naomi T. Ward and Hattie Mitchell, "Summary of
Revisions Based on Reviewers Comments," in The Proposal:
Community and Family Life Center for the Prevention of
Violence. Alcohol, and Drug Abuse in African American
Families and Males (Atlanta, GA; Clark Atlanta University,
1994), 9.
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the works of Reid, Ball-Rokeach, Cole and Hampton as
theoretical constructs and models that explore violence
among African Americans. These constructs are: (1) social
deviance theories of social contract, the s\abculture of
violence theory with a focus on urban black male values; (2)
social control theories; (3) the ecological and stress
models encompassing the correlation between socio-economic
and other factors; and, (4) biologic causes due to trauma
and alcohol and drug use.’^ Given these theories,
researchers remain unsure on the causes of violence among
African American youth.
Violence Prevention Among Black Youth
The Centers for Disease Control have developed a
series of violence prevention strategies for youth in
general. They recommend some activities targeted at
adolescents while other activities should be targeted at
younger children 10 and under. There is wide agreement
among workers that the prevention of violence during
adolescence and young adulthood should begin at the primary
level during early childhood--when basic values, attitudes,
and interpersonal skills are developed.’^ This agreement
seems to reflect aspects of the cognitive model which
postulates that aggression, a major component of violence,
’^Ibid.
’^James A. Mercy, "Youth Violence as a Public Health
Problem," Spectrum (Summer 1993): 28.
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begins in early childhood. Intervention during this period
of development would seem to embrace the cognitive model
suggesting that "scripts" learned in early childhood must be
addressed.
Professionals and community organizations in some
schools are responding to the epidemic of violence among
Black youth. Community-based, violence prevention programs
have been designed to change the systems, attitudes and
behaviors of violence among African American youth.
In the West Philadelphia neighborhood. The House of
Umoja (UNITY) Boystown, presents several kinds of violence
intervention for African American gang members. Operated
for the past 20 years, the program offers educational
outreach, recreational activities, work and academics. The
program includes a governing board, family members, social
workers, psychologists and volunteers. The Police
Foundation of Philadelphia calls the program a success.^®
Reports show that Black students are more likely than
other students to be involved in a violent incident at
school and are more likely to carry a weapon to school.
Hoffman et al. addressed programs designed to prevent school
violence and weapon-carrying. It was found that efforts to
^^Daphne Northrop and others, eds.. Violence Prevention
Strategies Targeted Towards High-Risk Minority Youth
(Washington, DC; U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, 1990), 7.
”*^Allan M. Hoffman, ed., Schools. Violence and Society
(Westport: Praeger Publishers, 1996), 24.
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prevent violence and reduce weapon-carrying in schools
include security measures such as metal detectors, security
patrols, random checks of book bags and lockers, and school
surveillance.
To examine the range of interventions designed to
reduce injuries and deaths that are targeted to the general
population of youth, Wilson-Brewer and Jacklin reviewed
several existing violence prevention interventions. They
identified nearly 100 programs nationwide that serve an all-
minority or primary minority population.^® They found
almost without exception, that the violence prevention
programs identified, were for African American youth and the
majority of these programs were school-based programs
because schools have the largest "captive" audience.’’
These programs were developed with a specific focus on
violence, targeted "education around risk, conflict
resolution and mediation." Other programs addressed issues
on low academic achievement, low self esteem, drug use
through life skills training, mentoring, Afrocentric
education, academic tutoring, and career development
’^Ibid., 21-26.
’®Renee Wilson-Brewer and Beth Jacklin, "Violence
Prevention Strategies Targeted at the General Population of
Minority Youth," a paper prepared for the Fomm on Youth
Violence in Minority Communities: Setting the Agenda for
Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, December 1, 1990.
’’ibid.
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courses.Some of the programs were found to be effective
in schools.
Wilson-Brewer and Jacklin found that Project 2000,
organized in 1985 by Concerned Black Men (CBM) , a community
service organization, addresses violence among young African
American children. Using the primary approach, CBM adopted
elementary schools in the Washington, D.C. and Baltimore
areas and provided the students with positive African
American male role models. The population targeted were
students who were in the third grade in 1985. It was
projected that they will graduate from high school in the
year of 2000 and will be able to resist the pressures of
violence.The program is operated with 150 trained
volunteers, who serve as mentors.The effectiveness of
the intervention has required expansion for second graders
in Miami and with third graders at three elementary schools
in Baltimore.
Developed by a school social worker in New York, the
Grant Middle School Conflict Resolution Training program,
focuses on conflict resolution for African American







death of an African American youth by the brother of another
Black student in 1989, social workers designed a curriculum
model to address the prevention of violence for minority
youth at risk.^^ The success of the model is attributed to
the development of interventions that deals with conflict
resolution strategies, issues of self esteem, ego, and
cultural diversity by social workers.
"Where Have All the Children Gone?" is a violence
prevention program that operates out of the New Center
Community Mental Health Services in Wayne County, Michigan.
The program focuses on awareness of the problems of
violence, problem-solving skills development and has an
emphasis on cross cultural issues for 10 to 17-year old
African American youth. Counsellors and social workers are
trained to utilize the intervention in schools after violent
situations arise.The outcome of "Where Have All the
Children Gone?" is the discussion on ways to dispel myths
about violence, and a commitment from the youth to resolve
conflicts nonviolently.
In settings where Black youth with high risk





included with schools and home.^® The Council of National
Black Churches is an example of a religious organization
that sponsors violence prevention programs and through its
fellowship program, clergy and lay leaders work part time
for various violence prevention agencies.^’ This gives
Black clergy and lay leaders a closer look at the prevalence
of violence among Black youth, and a chance to assess how
Black churches can address the issues of violence
prevention.^®
The Centers for Disease Control includes the church
as an appropriate setting for violence prevention programs
for the general population of youth, youth with high risk
behaviors, young children in general populations, and the
general population of minority youth.
The violence prevention programs discussed are
organizations that have been identified by the Public Health
Service which give frameworks for community action and are
operated in some Black churches throughout the United
States. The intervention strategies are aimed at reducing
^®National Center for Injury Prevention, The Prevention
of Youth Violence: A Framework for Community Action
(Atlanta, GA: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
1993), 10.
^’National Institute of Justice, Solving Youth
Violence: Partnerships That Work. 7.
^®Ibid.
^''National Center for Injury Prevention, The Prevention
of Youth Violence: A Framework for Community Action. 9.
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the niimber of injuries and deaths that are produced by-
violence among Black youth through teaching self esteem
building, adult mentoring, conflict resolution, training in
life skills, peer education and public information and
education campaign.
A local public health department such as the
Washington, D.C. Health Department co-sponsored the Black
Male Youth Project at the Shiloh Baptist Church.
Described as a violence prevention program, the Black Male
Youth Project is a mentoring program with adult male
volunteers that include social workers from the church who
provide counselling to the youth, weekly workshops on
personal hygiene, sexuality, drug abuse, African History,
spirituality and self esteem.
"Project Image" was developed at St. Mark United
Methodist Church with the idea of addressing the need for
positive African American male role models.^® This
violence prevention program currently involves 12 churches
and offers mentoring to over 700 African American males,
ages 8-18 in Chicago.







At the Timothy Baptist Church in Athens, Georgia,
Project Rap (Reaching Adulthood Prepared) mentors to African
American males, ages 12-17.^^
The African American Male Education Network (AMEN)
and the Leadership Development Institute in Chicago are
violence prevention programs that implement the Rites of
Passage, teach cultural awareness, provide advocacy,
education for male and female responsibility and parenting
to young African American males in churches.^®
Project SPIRIT is a violence prevention program in
Black churches that is designed as an after school
curriculxim. The program offers life skills training for
African American youth in Washington, D.C.^’
The Chatham-Savannah Youth Futures Authority is a
community-wide primary violence prevention collaborative
which offers social services that emphasize needs
assessment, counselling, academic achievement and family
advocacy interventions in middle schools and in Black
churches.
^^National Center for Injury Prevention, The Prevention
of Youth Violence. 57.
“ibid.
“ibid.
^®U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Education, Health
and Human Seirvices, Housing and Urban Development, Justice
and Labor, Partnerships Against Violence; Promising Programs
(Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, n.d.), 251.
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Bridgeport R.I.S.E. (Respect and Integrity Through
Skills and Education), is a project designed to assist
African American youth ages 11-15 and their families in the
prevention of violence. Walters Memorial AME Zion Church
and other community institutions are sponsors of this
program.
The Beulah Saturday Tutorial Program is a community
based program in collaboration with Clark Atlanta University
Community and Family Life Center for the Prevention of
Violence that utilizes a multidirectional strategy.The
Saturday School serves children and youth ages 6-16 and
their families from surrounding inner city communities at
Beulah Baptist Church.The focus of this intervention
program is to engage African American youth in education/
prevention regarding violence, alcohol and drugs with the
major emphasis on tutoring in math, reading, writing, social
studies, and computer skills.
Given the review of these projects, each of the
intervention strategies that were identified by Wilson-
Brewer and Jacklin, responded to the problem of violence
^’ibid., 274.
^^Clark Atlanta University, Clark Atlanta University
Community and Family Life Center Application Year Three:
Executive Suirimary (Atlanta, GA; Clark Atlanta University,
1995), 11.
43Ibid.
among Black youth. The majority of the programs were
implemented by Black churches in Black communities.
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Theory on Prevention and Violence Among Black Youth
To discuss theory on prevention and violence, the
researcher has examined the definitions of primary
prevention as well as violence. Prevention is viewed in the
context of levels of preventions, specifically primary
prevention. Violence is viewed as the deliberate act of
inflicting physical, emotional or psychological harm on
another. '*'*
Thus, prevention of violence refers to the primary
level such as "programs, activities and practices aimed at
preventing physical, mental or emotional injury or danger to
individuals or populations,"^® who otherwise would be
victims of deliberate acts of harm. This definition
recognizes that prevention may be applied at the primary,
secondary, and tertiary levels.^^
In contract to Black youth and the prevention of
violence, the National Research Council (NRC) suggested that
^^National Association of Social Workers, The Social
Work Dictionary. 3d ed. (Washington, DC; National
Association of Social Workers, 1995), s.v. "Violence" by
Robert L. Barker.
^®National Association of Social Workers, Encyclopedia
of Social Work. 18th ed. (Washington, DC; National
Association of Social Workers, 1987), s.v. "Prevention" by
Martin Bloom.
^^Gibbs, Lachenmeyer, and Sigal, eds.. Community
Psychology; Theoretical and Empirical Approaches. 209.
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the focus should be on the circumstances of violence which
can serve as one means of guiding prevention. Reference is
made to prevention of violence among Black youth should be
different than White youth based on causal actors. The
Council questioned if whether the types of interventions
developed for non-minority youth are appropriate for Black
youth; it may be that special programs need to be developed
to suit the affective and cognitive types of Black youth.
Prothrow-Stith developed theories on the prevention
of violence that are similar to the social learning theory
based on clinical observations, personal experiences, and
extensive research. She believes that adolescence is the
dangerous passage for youth; a normal phase of life that is
not a form of pathology which society does little to help
adolescents mature and separate. Therefore, through the
environmental interactions and pressures from peers,
violent, aggressive behaviors can be learned and maintained
and can propel youth to dangerous and illegal directions.^®
She also believes that parents, other adults and communities
are teaching youth to kill.^’ Parents are violent with
each other and with their children and they teach their
^^National Research Council, Understanding and
Preventing Violence. 389-390.
^®Ibid., 53.
^’Deborah Prothrow-Stith, M.D. and Michaele Weissman,
Deadly Consequences: How Violence is Destroying Our Teenage
Population and a Plan to Begin Solving the Problem (New
York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1991).
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children to resolve their disputes with other children by
using brute force.Children are taught violence with the
use of the mass media.®’ Two Surgeon Generals have
publicly supported the thesis that an overdose of media
violence can trigger aggressive behavior in youth.
Prothrow-Stith believes that changes in the attitudes
toward violence in organized units in society that deliver
the messages that anger can be managed and aggressive
impulses can be controlled, help to prevent violence among
youth.®® She identifies the Black church as an institution
in the Black community that offer intervention programs
aimed at the prevention of violence among Black youth.
The Role of the Black Church
The role of the Black church in the lives of African
Americans has been critical to their survival in this
society.®^ The church for African Americans has served as
a spiritual source for the uplifting, provided social
occasions where people can meet and greet each other, and





®^Leonard Dunston, "Message from the President," Black
Caucus; Journal of the National Association of Black Social
Workers 1 (Spring 1995): 4.
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with the treatment and prevention of social problems such as
violence among Black youth.®®
Historically, the Black church is often cited as the
only primary stable institution that holds together the
family and the community, with a tradition for caring for
youth.®* The Black Christian tradition has tended to
refrain from justifying violent acts of crime against other
h\iman beings and views violence as a logical deduction from
the idea that all persons are created equal under God.®^
Although the Black churches have always known that the Black
community has been formed and controlled in all dimensions
of its life by the application of violence and its threat,
black churches have chosen both for reasons of principle and
strategy to oppose those forces by alternative, nonviolent
methods.®® This seems to suggest that the Black church
gives attention to societal and sociological issues that
have primarily resided in the domain of the social science.
With the belief that the climate of violence can be
prevented and eliminated, examples of how both scholars in
®®Naomi T. Ward, "The Black Church as a Social Support
Ministry: The Experience of Beulah Baptist Church, Atlanta"
Black Caucus: Journal of the National Association of Black
Social Workers 1 (Spring 1995): 4.
®*Andrew Billingsley and Cleopatra Caldwell, "Social
Relevance of Black Church," National Journal of Sociology 8
(Summer/Winter 1994): 2-19.
®^Peter J. Paris, The Social Teaching of the Black
Churches (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985), 14.
58Ibid.
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religion and social scientists have begun paying attention
to the role of the Black church as an important social
institution, are found in the Spring/Winter 1994 Special
Double Edition of the National Journal of Sociology.
This edition is devoted to studies of the Black church. In
one particular study Ward, Billingsley, Simon, and Crocker-
Burris pointed out how Atlanta churches are reaching out to
the community to prevent violence among Black youth even
though violence prevention was not a major thesis.In
another study, it was found that older and larger churches
with a mixture of middle class and working class members,
support and sustain community violence prevention outreach
programs.
On the basis of the literature review above, it is
expected that older churches, larger churches and churches
with greater financial and staff resources are more likely
to be involved in violence prevention programs for Black
youth.*’ It is believed that these churches will do more
for Black youth because they have the ability and resources
to do so.“
^’Billingsley and Caldwell, "Social Relevance of Black
Church," 2-19.
*°Naomi Ward, Andrew Billingsley, Alicia Simon, and
Judith Crocker-Burris, "Black Churches in Atlanta Reach Out
to the Community," National Journal of Sociology 8




From a historical perspective, the Black church has
performed roles and functions beyond their boundaries of
spiritual nurture.*^ The Black church was found to carry
out the many roles in education and socialization. It has
served as a school, a political arena, a social club, an art
gallery, a conservatory of music, and as concert halls for
the first public performance seen or given by Black
youth.^ Perhaps one of the most important functions of
the Black church performed for Black youth, was to provide a
place where they could meet older adults, who could serve as
role models for them.*® These roles or functions or
activities have significance or have existed over time.
Historical Overview f>‘F Functions
and Roles of the Church
In every period of history, the Black church has
served not only a religious function, but as a social
function as well. This was true during slavery, during the
Jim Crow era, the Civil Rights movement and the past two
decades subsequent to the Civil Rights movement. The Black





church has a long history of concern about community
problems.^
In Slave Religion. Raboteau believes that "Black
religious institutions have been the foundation of Afro-
American culture.Then he cites as follows, "An agent
of social control, a source of economic cooperation, an
arena of political activity, a sponsor of education, and a
refuge in a hostile white world, the Black Church has been
historically the social center of Afro-American life."^®
According to Lincoln and Mamiya, Mays and Nicholson
found that during the era of Jim Crow in the south, the
Black church, the only religious enterprise among Black
people permitted to become a stable, cohesive and
independent social institution, often intervened in secular
affairs that might keep Black youth from violent
behaviors
Frazier has pointed out that the Black church
exercised a strong measure of social control over Black
families and individuals including Black youth during the
^Albert J. Raboteau, Slave Religion; The "Invisible
Institution" in the Antebell\im South {New York; Oxford
University Press, 1978), ix.
^^Ibid.
“ibid.
“Lincoln and Mamiya, The Black Church in the African
American Experience. 93.
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era of Jim Crow. The Black church had the effect of
reducing the amount of violence in the community.
Lincoln and Mamiya also found that during the Civil
Rights Era, organizations and activities which ended local
community crisis events caused by school desegregation for
Black youth, was led by Black churches which created a sense
of racial solidarity and served to minimize violent crime
among Blacks.
There is some indication in the literature that the
Black church since the Civil Rights movement has lost much
of its moral authority over the secular behavior of its
members and nonmembers. At the same time, Lincoln believes
there is some evidence that the Black church is still in a
good position to combat violence which is the latest crisis
in the Black community.^
In recent history, Crocker-Burris and Billingsley
found strong support for the potential of the Black church
to help solve problems faced by the Black community.
Another example is how the First African Baptist Church and
other churches in Savannah helped to steer a gang of Black
^°E. Franklin Frazier, The Nearo Church in America (New
York: Schocken Books, Inc., 1974), 39; C. Eric Lincoln, The
Black Church Since Frazier (New York: Random House, Inc.,
1970) .
^’Lincoln and Mamiya, The Black Church in the African
American Experience.
^^Frazier, The Nearo Church in America. 39; Lincoln,
The Black Church Since Frazier.
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male youth away from violent behavior. As research assistant
on this study, it was reported that in April 1993, at a high
school in Savannah, Georgia Black 10 youth and 5 juveniles
were involved in a fight. The youth were arrested and
sentenced to thirty days in the Detention Center.^
The pastor of The First African Baptist Church
persuaded the judge to release the youth from the Detention
Center, return the youth to their families and sentenced the
youth to 6 months on probation. The judge appointed the
pastor to supervise the community service of the youth.
Youth participate in academic sessions, arts and
crafts, and field trips while parents are involved in parent
sharing, enrichment and awareness groups.^ This suggests
that the Black church continues to serve in religious and
social roles that help to solve problems in the Black
community.
Theory on the Role of the Black Church
Billingsley has developed a theory of Black Church
action, derived in part from Lincoln and Mamiya, which
predicts the conditions under which the Black church tends
^Judith Crocker-Burris and Andrew Billingsley, "The
Contemporary Black Church and the Black Male Youth Crisis,"
in One More River to Cross; The Black Church as Agent of





to get involved in community action. Lincoln and Mamiya
theorized as follows:
The Black church is characterized by a
"dialectic between the communal and
privatistic" orientations. The communal
orientation "refers to the historic tradition
of Black churches being involved in all
aspects of the lives of their members,
including political, economic, educational,
and social concerns." On the other hand, "the
privatistic role of the dialectic mean
withdrawal from the concerns of the larger
community to focus on meeting only the
religious needs of its adherents."^*
Then building on this theory, Billingsley has
addressed the question, "under what condition does the Black
church move out beyond its purely spiritual or privatistic
mission to embrace social action in the community in keeping
with its communal mission?" Billingsley theorized the
following:
When there is a crisis in the Black community
the people will tend to turn to the Black
church for leadership. The church will
respond to the crisis provided that the church
has certain characteristics as a strong
institution and provided that the church is
lead by a minister with distinct
characteristics of strong leadership.^
Central to Billingsley's theory, there are three
concepts. These are: (1) a community crisis, (2) strong
Black churches, and (3) strong Black pastors. It must be
pointed out that neither Lincoln and Mamiya nor Billingsley




specifically address the issue of youth violence. There is
an assvimption by the researcher that when references are
made by these sociologists to the Black church becoming
involved in the social concerns and crises in the lives of
their members, the prevention of violence among Black youth
is included. Billingsley defined crisis "as a crucial point
or situation in the course of human events."^ It is also
assximed that if Black churches do anything about youth
violence in the community, they are exercising their
"communal orientation."^
The researcher believes that when there is a crisis
such a violence among Black youth in the Black community, it
is the role of the Black church to provide programs and
activities that address the risk for violence in order to
prevent violence among Black youth.
Related Research on Violence Prevention
Not many studies have been conducted on the role of
the Black church and the prevention of violence among
African American youth. According to Foster and Shockley,
W.E.B. DuBois conducted an empirical study on The Negro
Church in 1903 and found that Black churches contribute to
^®Ibid.
^Billingsley and Caldwell. "Social Relevance of Black
Church," 9.
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the needs of Black youth in the United States.®^ These
authors indicated that in 1919, DuBois found that "the young
people's societies" in Black churches "are largely literary
in their nature and the Sunday school perfunctory."®’
In studying aggression among youth however, Prothrow-
Stith and Eron agree that religious services and Sunday
School provide a setting for children to learn non-violent
conflict resolutions.®^ According to Prothrow-Stith and
Weissman, Eron carried out a series of long term studies
investigating aggression in school children by following
them for thirty years at ten year intervals, beginning at
age eight.®^ They searched for the factors that seemed to
inoculate children against trouble in later life and
"churchgoing" was found to be a significant factor.®^ The
aggressive 8-year-olds who were taken to church were less
likely to grow up to have trouble with the law than those
who did not go to church. Eron, according to Prothrow-
Stith, believed that whatever the religion, these youth were
®°Charles R. Foster and Grant S. Shockley, Working with
Black Youth; Opportunities for Christian Ministry
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992), 16-17.
®’lbid.
®^Prothrow-Stith and Weissman, Deadly Consequences: How
Violence Is Destroying Our Teenage Population and a Plan to




taught to set high moral and ethical standards for
themselves
Rubin, Billingsley and Caldwell found in the Northern
region, 146 Black churches that reported at least one
program that addressed the risk for violence for adolescent
nonmembers of the church who lived in low income
communities. The most common programs consisted of
Christian fellowships, ministry, counselling, group
discussions, rap sessions, seminars, and workshops for Black
youth.®®
In studies that viewed and analyzed the prevention of
violence among African American youth. Pierce and Singleton
found that the improvisation technique can be used as a
prevention and rehabilitative strategy for intervening with
any age group with various backgrounds. This technique can
be formed and run in schools, churches, and recreation
centers.®^ Prothrow-Stith in Little suggests that "we can
®5lbid.
®®Roger H. Rubin, Andrew Billingsley, and Cleopatra
Howard Caldwell, "The Role of the Black Church in Working
with Black Adolescents," Adolescence 29 (Summer 1994); 114.
®^Walter J. Pierce and Sharon M. Singleton,
"Improvisation as a Concept for Understanding and Treating
Violent Behavior Among African American Youth," Families in
Society: The Journal of Contemporary Hiiman Services 9
(September 1995); 444-450.
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and must mobilize every organized unit in American society-
government and churches.
Theoretlr-al y-ranieworh;
The theories that are used to explain causation of
violence among Black youth differ and some researchers have
employed several theories to guide their research on the
prevention of violence among African American youth. The
theoretical framework that guided this study are the
constructs of the systems theory and the ecological-stress
perspective. It is the assiunption of the researcher that
when a crisis such as violence occurs among Black youth,
which may be caused by environmental stressors such as
poverty, unemployment, illegal drugs, poverty, family and
parental conflict, the Black church, a social system within
the Black community, will respond to that crisis by
exercising communal orientation. For the purpose of this
study, communal orientation refers to the role Black
churches play in confronting the crisis of preventing
violence among Black youth. The study will draw support
from the views of Lincoln and Mamiya, Billingsley and others
on the function of the Black church.
Both the systems theory from an ecological
perspective make reference to the community, neighborhoods,
social environments, and the family as salient importance to
“Benilde Little, "Dialogue; How Can We Stop Violence?"
Essence (August 1996); 56-57.
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prevent violence among Black youth. Scholars identify the
Black church as a component of the ecological system within
the Black community that can prevent violence among Black
youth.
Hypotheses
In this study, the researcher sets forth the
following hypotheses:
Hypothesis It There will be no statistical
significant relationship between the role of Black churches
in Atlanta and their involvement in activities that are
aimed at preventing violence among Black youth.
Hypothesis 2i There will be no statistical
significant relationship between the attitudes of Black
pastors toward the prevention of violence among Black youth
and the prevalence of programs aimed at preventing violence
among Black youth.
Hypothesis 3: There will be no statistical
significant relationship between the ages of the pastors and
the prevention of violence among Black youth.
Hypothesis 4i There will be no statistical
significant relationship between the educational level of
the pastors and the prevention of violence among Black
youth.
^’Billingsley, One More River to Cross: The Black
Church as Agent of Social Reform.
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Hypothesis 5: There will be no statistical
relationship between the total membership of the church and
the prevention of violence among Black youth.
Hypothesis 6t There will be no statistical
significant relationship between Black churches that are
members of the Council of National Black Churches and Black
churches that are not and the prevention of violence among
Black youth.
Hypothesis 7: There will be no statistical
significant relationship between Black churches that have
been in operation for 25 years or less and Black churches
that are over 100 years, and the prevention of violence for
Black youth.
Operational Definitions
African American youth and Black youth will be used
interchangeably in this study. African Americans refer to
persons born in America who are of African descent.
While Black youth refers to those African Americans who are
at least 13 years of age and less than 18.
At risk refers to factors that can contribute to
violence such as alcohol, illegal drug use, use of weapons.
^°Clark Atlanta University, Practicum Manual; Master of
Social Work Program (Atlanta, GA: Clark Atlanta University,
School of Social Work, 1995), 16.
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unemployment, poverty, family and parental conflict.’^
These factors of violence can occur at situational and
community levels.’^ Individual level factors include age,
race and sex, and socioeconomic status. Situational risk
factors are factors that influence the violence event
(alcohol, illegal drug use, type of weapon)
Black Church in this study is a religious institution
comprised of majority African American descendants as
members, a Black pastor, or Black associate minister or a
Director of Outreach.
Pastor is defined as the senior minister employed by
the church to conduct and perform religious duties as
defined by the church.
Prevention of violence refers to a primary level such
as "programs, activities and practices aimed at preventing
physical, mental or emotional, injury or danger to
individual or populations"’^ who otherwise would be victims
of deliberate acts of harm. This prevention can be carried
’^Richard L. Edwards and June Gary Hopps, eds..
Encyclopedia for Social Work. 19th ed. (Washington, DC;
National Association of Social Workers, 1995), s.v. "Risk
Factors."
’^National Research Council, Understanding and
Preventing Violence. 1-24.
’^Ibid.
’^National Association of Social Workers, Encyclopedia
of Social Work. 18th ed. (Washington, DC; National
Association of Social Workers, 1987), s.v. "Prevention" by
Martin Bloom.
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out by the implementation of programs such as adult
mentoring, building self esteem and conflict resolution.
Some other programs aimed at the prevention of violence
among Black youth can be training in social skills, crisis
intervention, firearm safety, parenting skills, peer
education, substance abuse education, teaching Afro-American
heritage and values, academic tutoring. Rites of Passage,
basic values, health issues, safety measures, media
monitoring, sex education, after-school programs. Boy
Scouts/Girl Scouts, family cohesion, daycare, siimmer camp,
recreational activities and career development.
Role refers to the activities offered by the church
to prevent violence among African American youth.
Activities are referred to groups, workshop, seminars, and
other programs that are aimed at preventing violence among
African youth.
Violence is a deliberate act of severe and intense
force and power, by one or more individuals whose aim is to
injure the health and well being of others. These behaviors
can include self destruction, acts against others with or
without weapons, fighting, violation of society's laws such
as murder, assault, robbery and rape, and can attempt,
threaten and inflict physical, mental or emotional harm on
another.’® The National Research Council defines violence
’^National Association of Social Workers, The Social
Work Dictionary. 3d ed. (Washington, DC; National
Association of Social Workers, 1995), s.v. "Violence" by
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as "behavior by persons against persons that intentionally
threatens, attempts, or actually inflicts physical harm on
others.
Youth violence refers to behavior that is committed
by African American children and adolescence under the age
of 18 with the intent to threaten or inflict physical harm.
These behaviors can include acts against others with or
without weapons, destruction of property, violation of
society's laws (such as murder, assault, robbery and rape),
and can attempt, threaten and inflict physical harm on
another.’^
Robert L. Barker.





This chapter presents the research design, site and
setting, sample, data collection procedures,
instrumentation, and the data analysis that was used for
this study.
Research Design
This is a descriptive exploratory study that utilized
a correlational design. The researcher employed the
correlation coefficient design, Pearson's r, to assess the
extent to which Black churches were actively involved in the
prevention of violence among African American youth in
relation to selected variables.
Site
This study was conducted in the metropolitan area of
Atlanta, Georgia with the major site being in the city of
Atlanta.
According to the 1990 report of the Office of
Planning and Budget, Atlanta is a metropolitan city with a
population of 264,262 African Americans.^ The Christian
Council of Metropolitan Atlanta reported that the city has
^Office of Planning and Budget, 1990 Census (Atlanta,
Georgia: Office of Planning and Budget, 1990).
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1150 churches,^ and the estimated number of Black churches
is unknown.
Setting
The study was conducted on site in 50 Black church
settings, in the metropolitan city of Atlanta, Georgia, in
the Pastor's, Associate Minister's or Director of Outreach
offices.
Using a convenience sampling procedure, fifty Black
churches from the metropolitan city of Atlanta, Georgia were
systematically selected from the "Compilation of African
American Churches in Metro Atlanta by Zip Code,through
the process of simple random sampling. This compilation of
150 Black churches from which this sample was taken, was
used by Ward, Billingsley, Simon, and Crocker-Burris, in a
similar study to determine the extent to which Black
churches in Atlanta were actively involved in community
outreach programs.^
For this study, a random sample of 50 churches was
selected from a "Compilation of African American Churches in
^Julie Bertsche, Council on Ministries (Nashville, TN;
United Methodist Community, 1996), 8.
^Naomi T. Ward and Alicia Simon, "Compilation of
African American Churches in Metro Atlanta by Zip Code," in
One More River to Cross; The Black Church as Agent of Social
Reform, ed. Andrew Billingsley (New York: Oxford Press,
forthcoming).
'^Ward, Billingsley, Simon, and Crocker-Burris, "Black
Churches in Atlanta Reach Out," 49-74.
45
Metro Atlanta by Zip Code" to determine to what extent the
role of Black churches have in the prevention of violence
among Black youth. A sample interval of every third church
was utilized to select 50 churches from the list of 150
Black churches in Atlanta. The denomination of the church
and the name of the pastor were identified at the time of
selection of the sample. From the "Compilation of African
American Churches in Metro Atlanta by Zip Code," the source
from which the information was collected, was the Pastor,
Associate Minister or the Director of Outreach from each
church. The researcher first contacted the Pastor by
letter, and then telephoned to request an appointment for
their participation in this study. If the element from the
selected sample did not agree to participate in this study,
or the letter was returned with no forwarding address, or if
there was not a listed telephone number, then the researcher
selected a new sample from the next frame.
Data Collection Procedure
The purpose of this study was to determine the role
Black churches are playing in intervening in this phenomena
of violence among Black youth. The study focused on
determining if contemporary Black churches in the
metropolitan city of Atlanta, Georgia are engaged in
programs that prevent, eliminate or reduce violence among
Black youth.
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The researcher collected data by conducting on site
interviews with the Pastor, Associate Minister, or Director
of Outreach. The researcher began the interviews by giving
each participant an overview of the study that was
identified in the letter that had been sent to the pastors
in the sample frame. After dialoguing with the participants
and defining the terms violence, prevention of violence, and
at risk, an overview of the questionnaire was given. The
researcher then shared with the participants that the
responses to the questions will be confidential, but the
completed thesis will be later on file in the Robert W.
Woodruff Library, Atlanta University Center. The researcher
began the administering of the questionnaire and answered
the questions the participants asked without directing the
responses. After the completion of the administration of
the questionnaire, the respondents were thanked for
participating in this study and were encouraged to contact
the researcher if there were any additional questions.
Instrumentation
The method of data gathering was be a 38 item
questionnaire. The questionnaire entitled "The Black Church
and the Prevention of Violence among Black Youth" consisted
of five parts. Part I was comprised of 6 questions on the
demographics of the church. Part II consisted of 6
questions illiciting data on the background of the pastor.
Part I and Part II of this instrument were modified versions
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of the "Black Church Questionnaire" that were used by
Billingsley and colleagues to conduct surveys on selected
Black churches in Denver and Atlanta.®
Part III explored the attitudes of the Pastor,
Associate Minister, or Director of Outreach toward the
prevention of violence programs for Black youth. The seven
response categories were adapted from the "Walter Hudson
Attitudinal Scale" and were employed to answer the first 12
questions developed by the researcher on the attitudes
toward the prevention of violence among Black youth.^ The
range of scores were 12 to 84.
The next 9 questions in Part IV were developed by the
researcher and used the five response categories; (1)
strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) disagree, (4) strongly
disagree, and (5) undecided from the Likert scale to
determine the attitudes of the Pastor, Associate Minister or
Director of Outreach on the role of the Black church toward
the prevention of violence among Black youth. The range of
scores from the Likert scale were 9-45.
Part V illicited responses from a list of 26 programs
that were designed to address the prevention of violence for
Black youth. The final question in this section was an
®Ward, Billingsley, Simon, and Crocker-Burris, "Black
Churches in Atlanta Reach Out," 49-74.
^Martin Bloom, Joel Fischer, and John G. Orme,
"Generalized Contentment Scales (GCS)," in Evaluating
Practice: Guidelines for the Accountable Professional
(Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1995), 378.
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open-ended question that determined if there were any parts
of the worship service that related to the prevention of
violence for Black youth.
The instrument was tested for validity and
reliability by administering to three pastors and one
associate minister. Three of the four churches were
selected from the "Compilation of African American Churches
in Metro Atlanta by Zip Code," and one church was chosen by
the researcher. The results from the pretest study were
analyzed and described in order to proceed with the formal
study.
Data Analysis
For the purpose of this study, the "Statistical
Package for Social Science (SPSS)," was utilized for the
data analysis.’’ Specifically, descriptive siammary
statistics were employed to present frequency and data
distribution tables and cross tabulations of selected
responses. Chi-square was employed to determine the
statistical significance with reference to the independent
variable, the role of the Black church, and the dependent
variable, the prevention of violence.
To analyze the data in Part III, the attitudes toward
violence prevention programs for Black youth, the researcher
^Allen Rubin and Earl Babbie, Research Methods for
Social Work. 2d ed. (Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole
Publishing Company, 1993), 437.
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utilized a composite scoring technique. Scores from 12-84
were obtained from each questionnaire by adding the
responses in this section. The researcher developed a
scoring scale that consisted of four categories. These
categories were as follows; (1) 12-32, very negative, (2)
33-53, negative, (3) 54-74, positive, and (4) 75 and above,
very positive. The composite scores were placed in one of
the four categories to determine the ranges of the scores on
the attitudes toward violence prevention programs. Further
analysis was done by utilization of the mean scores of the
responses.
The probability level was tested at the .05 level.
CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS
The findings of this study are presented in the
following sections: (1) demographics on churches and
demographics on the pastors' backgrounds, (2) attitudes
toward violence prevention programs, (3) the role of the
Black church, (4) violence prevention programs, and (5)
hypotheses.
nAninq-raph< r<«
The demographics of this study are as follows.
Part I focuses on the denominations, membership size,
duration, property ownership, location, and participation in
the Council of National Black Churches; and Part II
discusses the pastor's background in relation to the








United Methodist 3 6.0
Christian Methodist 2 4.0
African Methodist Episcopal 7 14.0






Table 1 shows that 31 (62%) were Baptists, 7 (14%)
were African Methodist Episcopals, 3 (6%) were United
Methodists, 2 (4%) were Catholics, Christian Methodists and
others, while the remaining 1 (2%) were Episcopal,
Pentecostal and Presbyterian. There were more Baptist






Less than 500 members 22 44.0
501 to 1000 members 16 32.0
1001 to 1500 members 3 6.0
1501 to 2000 members 2 4.0
Over 2001 members 4 8.0
Membership unknown3. 6.0
Total 50 100.0
In the above table, 22 (44%) have less than 500
members, 16 (32%) have 501 to 1000 members, 4 (8%) have over
2001 members, 3 (6%) have 1001 to 1500 members, 3 (6%) with
membership unknown, and 2 (4%) have1 a total of 1501 to 2000
members. The majority of the participants had a membership




Years In Operation Frequency Percent
0 to 25 years 4 8.0
26 to 50 years 12 24.0
51 to 75 years 6 12.0
76 to 100 years 12 24.0
Over 100 years 14 28.0
Total 50 100.0
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Table 3 shows that fourteen churches (28%) have been
in operation for over 100 years, 12 (24%) for 76 to 100
years, 6 (12%) for 51 to 75 years, 12 (24%) for 26 to 50
years, 4 (8%) for 0 to 25 years, and 2 (4%) for an unknown
number of years. Most of the churches in this study were
over 100 years old.
When the participants were asked if their churches
owned property that was used for specific programs, their






Freq. % Freq. %
Violence Prevention 24 48.0 26 52.0
Rehabilitation Centers 19 38.0 31 62.0
Battered Women Shelters 9 18.0 41 82.0
Daycare 17 34.0 33 66.0
Preschool 15 30.0 35 70.0
Table 4 shows churches that owned property for
violence prevention programs were as follows: 24 (48%)
while 26 (52%) did not. Churches with properties owned and
used for rehabilitation reflected that 19 (38%) did and 31
(62%) did not. Churches that used property for battered
women shelters were 9 (18%) while 41 (82%) did not.
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Churches that owned property used for daycare 17 (34%) did
and 33 (66%) did not. Churches that used property owned for
preschool were 15 (30%) while 35 (70%) did not. Majority of






Lower Socioeconomic 23 46.0
Middle Income Community 24 48.0
Upper Income Community 6.0
Total 50 100.0
Table 5 shows 24 churches (48%) were located in
middle income communities. Twenty-three churches (46%) were
located in lower socioeconomic communities. Only three
churches (6%) were located in upper income communities.
TABLE 6
COUNCIL OF NATIONAL BLACK CHURCH PARTICIPATION
(N « 50)





Table 6 shows ten churches (20%) participated in the
Council programs and 40 (80%) did not participate in






African American 50 100.0
Other races -Q. oo
Total 50 100.0

















Under 35 1 2.0
35 - 44 11 22.0
45 - 54 20 40.0
55 - 64 10 20.0
65 and Older 7 14.0
Not given 2.0
Total 50 100.0
Table 9 shows 20 (40%) were 45 to 54, 11 (22%) were
35 to 44, 10 (20%) were 55 to 64, 7 (14%) were 65 and older.
1 (2%) reported under 35, and 1 (2%) elected not to give the






Education Levels Frequency Percent
High School Graduate 2 4.0
Some College 4 8.0
College Degree 6 12.0




Table 10 shows 22 (44%) had master's degrees, 16
(32%) had doctorates, 6 (12%) had college degrees, 4 (8%)
had some college, and 2 (4%) were high school graduates.
Most of the pastors had master's degrees.
TABLE 11





15 or younger 41 82.0
16 - 30 40 80.0
31 - 45 37 74.0
46 - 60 35 70
61 - older 39 78.0
Table 11 shows 41 churches (82%) had members ages 15
or younger. Forty (80%) had members between 16 and 30.
Thirty-seven churches (74%) had members between 31 and 45,
while 35 (70%) had members between 46 and 60, and 39 (78%)
had members 61 and older.
With regards to Question 12 that addressed income
distributions of the congregation, when respondents were
asked about income levels, no significant data was provided.
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Attitudes Toward Violence Prevention
Responses to Questions 13-24 on the attitudes toward
violence prevention programs for Black youth are reflected
in Table 12.
TABLE 12
ATTITUDES TOWARD VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS
(N » 50)
Categories of Responses Frequency Percent
Very Negative 0 0.0
Negative 1 2.0
Positive 21 42.0
Very Positive 28 56.0
Total 50 100.0
Table 12 shows in general, the respondents had
positive attitudes toward violence prevention programs among
Black youth. Specifically, 28 (56%) indicated very
positive, while 21 (42%) expressed positive attitudes. Only
1 (2%) showed negative attitudes toward violence prevention
programs for Black youth.
A composite presentation in Table 12 reflects that
the attitudes toward violence prevention programs ranged
between positive and very positive. Majority of the
respondents felt responsible to preach or teach about ways
to prevent violence among Black youth by using the
scriptures most of the time. The mean score was 6.5,
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slightly over half of the respondents- With a mean score of
5.7, when asked if the church can help to prevent violence
among Black youth, the respondents felt a good part of the
time.
In regards to the question, my church gets involved
with the prevention of violence among Black youth, the mean
score was 6.0, most of the time.
A majority of the respondents with a mean score of
6.6 felt most of the time, that the church should
collaborate with other Black churches to provide community
outreach programs for the prevention of violence among Black
youth. When asked if respondents supported programs and
activities designed to prevent violence among Black youth in
Black churches, the mean score was 6.4 showing that over
half felt most of the time.
Specific discussions of the findings are as follows.
In reference to the question that violence among Black youth
is misrepresented by the media, the mean score was 5.4
showing that slightly over half felt misrepresentation a
good part of the time.
In response to the question the Black church
preventing violence among Black youth, the mean score was
4.3, slightly less than one half that the Black church
prevents violence.
A majority of the respondents with a mean score of
6.5 felt that the Black church has a responsibility to teach
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Black youth how to resolve disputes without fighting most of
the time. With a mean score of 7.7, most of the respondents
felt that the Black church can teach their children to
resolve conflict all of the time.
When asked if the Black church can protest against
violence in the media, the mean score was 6.2, which is most
of the time. In response to the question that the church
should organize seminars, activities, programs, conferences,
and workshops specifically aimed to prevent violence among
Black youth, majority of the respondents with a mean score
of 6.7, most of the time.
On the question that asked if Black churches are
acting in ways to prevent violence among Black youth, the
mean score was 5.4 which is a good part of the time.
The Role of the Black Church in the
Prevention of Violence
Part III conveys findings on the role of the Black
church. Tables 13-21 reflect the participants' responses.
61
TABLE 13
ROLE OF THE BLACK CHURCH
(N = 50)
Niunber o£
Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 3 1 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 2 0 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 8 0 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 9 1 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 10 0 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 2 1 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 13 shows 45 (90%) strongly agreed that it is
the role of the Black church to help prevent violence among






Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 0 1 2 1 0 4 (8%)
None 0 0 2 0 0 2 (4%)
0-15 1 2 3 1 1 8 (16%)
16 - 30 3 3 1 3 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 1 3 5 1 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 1 2 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 14 shows when asked if the pastors should seek
the approval of the congregation before sponsoring
activities that prevent violence among Black youth, 6 (12%)
strongly agreed, 15 (30%) agreed, 18 (36%) disagreed, while






Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 4 0 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 1 1 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 5 3 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 9 1 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 8 2 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 2 1 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 15 reflects that when asked if Black
communities need intervention from Black churches to help
prevent violence among Black youth, 40 (80%) strongly
agreed, whereas 10 (20%) agreed.
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TABLE 16
CHURCH MOST IMPORTANT COMMUNITY INSTITUTION
(N » 50)
Number of
Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 3 1 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 2 0 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0-15 6 2 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 9 1 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 5 4 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 2 1 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 16 shows that when asked whether the Black
church may be the most important institution that can bring
about approaches, 38 (76%) strongly agreed, 10 (20%) agreed,






Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 2 2 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 1 1 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 4 3 1 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 3 7 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 3 7 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 1 2 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 17 shows that when asked if violence among
Black youth is destroying the Black community, 18 (36%)




TEACH YOUTH TO RESOLVE CONFLICT
(N » 50)
Number o£
Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 4 0 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 1 1 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 7 1 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 8 2 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 9 1 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 3 0 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 18 indicates when asked if it is the role of
the Black church to teach Black youth how to resolve
conflict without turning to violence, 43 (86%) strongly






Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 3 1 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 1 1 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 6 2 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 7 3 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 7 3 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 1 2 0 0 0 3 (6%)
61 +6 7 0 0 0 13 (26%)
Total 31 19 0 0 0 50
(62%) (38%) (0%) (0%) (0%) (100%)
*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed;; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 19 shows when asked if it :is the role of the
pastor and ministers to organize activities that prevent




CHURCH SHOULD SPONSOR PROGRAMS
(N 1 50)
Nvunber of
Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
.00 4 0 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 1 0 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 7 1 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 7 3 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 8 2 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 3 0 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 20 shows that when asked if the Black church
should sponsor programs aimed at preventing violence among
Black youth, 38 (76%) strongly agreed and 11 (22%) agreed,
whereas 1 (2%) strongly disagreed.
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TABLE 21
RESPONSIBILITY TO INITIATE PROGRAM
oinN
Number of
Youth Served SA A DA SD UND Total
oo• 4 0 0 0 0 4 (8%)
None 1 1 0 0 0 2 (4%)
0 - 15 6 2 0 0 0 8 (16%)
16 - 30 7 3 0 0 0 10 (20%)
31 - 45 9 1 0 0 0 10 (20%)
46 - 60 2 1 0 0 0 3 (6%)













*SA = Strongly Agreed; A = Agreed; DA = Disagreed;
SD = Strongly Disagreed; UND = Undecided.
Table 21 shows when asked if it is my responsibility
to initiate discussion of the prevention of violence among
Black youth at meetings, conventions, seminars, and
workshops for clergy, 38 (76%) strongly agreed while 12
(24%) agreed.
Violence Prevention Pyng-rama
Violence prevention programs in this study focused on
the niimber of programs churches were involved in and the
nxamber of youth served in specific programs for violence
prevention. When respondents were asked the age categories
of the nonmembers and members served in programs for the
prevention of violence, no significant data was provided.
Tables 22 and 23 will reflect those findings.
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TABLE 22
NUMBER OF TIMES ACTIVELY INVOLVED
(N - 50)
Number of Times Per Week Frequency Percent
One time per week 23 46.0
Twice per week 12 24.0
Three times per week 6 12.0
More than three times9 18.0
Total 50 100.0
Table 22 shows that 23 (46%) respondents reported
that their church is actively involved in programs that
prevent violence among Black youth one time per week, 12
(24%) twice per week, 6 (12%) three times per week, and 9
(18%) more than three times per week.
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TABLE 23
NUMBER OF YOUTH SERVED IN SIX MONTHS
(N « 50)
Number of Youth Served Frequency Percent
None 2 4.0
0 - 15 8 16.0
16 - 30 10 20.0
31 - 45 10 20.0
46 - 60 3 6.0
61 + 13 26.0
Number of Youth Unknown 4 8.0
Total 50 100.0
Table 23 shows 13 (26%) reported serving 61 or more
youth, 3 (6%) 46-60 youth, 10 (20%) for 31-45 and 16-30
youth, 8 (16%) 0-15 youth, 2 (4%) served no youth during the
last six months, and 4 (8%) served youth but the number is
unknown.
Part IV shows the number of respondents who reported
whether or not their churches had programs that addressed





Yes No Didn't Know
Programs Freg. % Freg. % Freg. %
Mentoring 47
Self-Esteem 47





Black Male Youth Projects 43
Crisis Intervention 43
Social Skills 42








(94) 1 (2) 2 (4)
(94) 1 (2) 2 (4)
(94) 1 (2) 2 (4)
(94) 1 (2) 2 (4)
(92) 1 (2) 3 (6)
(90) 3 (6) 2 (4)
(86) 5 (10) 2 (4)
(86) 5 (10) 2 (4)
(86) 5 (10) 2 (4)
(84) 6 (12) 2 (4)
(82) 7 (14) 2 (4)
(78) 9 (18) 2 (4)
(72) 12 (24) 2 (4)
(70) 13 (26) 2 (4)
(68) 14 (28) 2 (4)
(68) 14 (28) 2 (4)
(68) 14 (28) 2 (4)
(66) 15 (30) 2 (4)
TABLE 24 (continued)
Programs
Yes No Didn't Know
Freg. % Freg. % Freg. %
Safety Measures 29 (58) 18 (36) 3 (6)
Boy/Girl Scouts 26 (52) 22 (44) 2 (4)
Computer Skills 23 (46) 25 (50) 2 (4)
Media Monitoring 22 (44) 26 (52) 2 (4)
Rites of Passage 21 (42) 27 (54) 2 (4)
After School Programs 19 (38) 29 (58) 2 (4)
Daycare 19 (38) 29 (58) 2 (4)
Firearm Safety 5 (10) 43 (86) 2 (4)
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Table 24 shows that most of the churches have some
programs to combat violence. The most frequent programs are
mentoring, self-esteem, cohesion, conflict resolution,
African American education, and peer education. At least
90% of the respondents reported that their churches operate
all the above programs.
At the other extreme, fewer than half of the
respondents indicated that their churches operate the
following types of programs: computer skills, media
monitoring. Rites of Passage, daycare, after school
programs, and firearm safety.
In the middle, between 50% and 86% of the respondents
indicated that their churches operate the following
programs: recreational activities, crisis intervention.
Black male youth projects, social skills, teaching basic
values, summer camps, substance abuse, health issues,
academic tutoring, sex education, parenting, career
development, boy/girl scouting safety measures.
Ninety percent or more of the churches sponsored
violence prevention programs in mentoring, self-esteem,
African American education, family cohesion and conflict
resolution and peer education, 82% to 86% had programs in
recreational activities, Black male youth projects, crisis
intervention, social skills and teaching basic values.
Between 70% and 78% had violence prevention programs in
substance abuse, health issues, and summer camp. Fifty-two
75
to 68% sponsored programs in academic tutoring, sex
education, parenting, career development, safety measures,
and Boy/Girl scouts. The remaining 38% to 46% sponsoring
programs in computer skills, media, monitoring. Rites of
Passage, afterschool programs and daycare.
One of the most outstanding findings is that only 10%
of the respondents reported that their churches operate
programs of firearm safety. Respondents gave varying
answers to programs that prevented violence among Black
youth and were parts of their formal worship services. Some
of these programs were: Young People Church, Youth for
Christ Ministry, Youth Reflections and Presentations of
Biblical dramas, skits and role plays that encompassed the
prevention of violence among African American youth.
Hypotheses
Part V presents the hypotheses in this study. Tables
25-31 will reflect the findings of the hypotheses.
Hypothesis 1
There will be no statistical significant relationship
between the role of Black churches in Atlanta and their
involvement in activities that are aimed at preventing
violence among Black youth.
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TABLE 25





The pastor or ministers





youth. 24 22.50107 .54939
Black communities need
intervention from Black
churches to help prevent
violence among Black
youth. 6 4.7 .57132
The Black Church may be
the most important
community institution
that can bring about
approaches to prevent
violence among African




community. 18 10.29 .92172
It is the role of the
Black Church to Black
youth how to resolve
conflict without
turning to violence. 6 3.75990 .70913
p < .05.
Table 25 shows the association between the role of
the church by the total number of youth served during the
last six months in programs specifically designed to prevent
violence among Black youth. There is a very strong
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significant relationship between the following variables on
the role of the Black church in the prevention of violence
among Black youth and the niomber of youth served in programs
specifically designed to prevent violence among Black youth.
(1) violence among Black male youth is destroying the Black
community and the number of youth served in programs
specifically designed to prevent violence among Black youth
(.92172); (2) The Black Church may be the most important
community institution that can bring about approaches to
prevent violence among African American youth and the number
of youth served in programs specifically designed to prevent
violence among Black youth (.81424); and (3) It is the role
of the Black Church to teach Black youth how to resolve
conflict without turning to violence and the niimber of youth
served in programs specifically designed to prevent violence
among Black youth (.70913).
Based on the above findings, there is a significant
relationship between the role of Black churches in Atlanta
and their involvement in activities that are aimed at
preventing violence among Black youth. Therefore, the
researcher rejects the null hypothesis.
Hypothesis 2
There will be no statistical significant relationship
between the attitudes of Black pastors toward the prevention
of violence among Black youth and the prevalence of programs
aimed at preventing violence among Black youth.
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TABLE 26









I feel that the Black
Church prevents violence
among Black youth. 24 16.86850 .85422
I feel that the Black
Church has a responsibility
to teach Black youth how
to resolve disputes
without fighting. 18 16.37256 .56656
My church gets involve with
the prevention of violence
among Black youth. 30 26.36393 .65643
I feel that the Black
Church can protest against
violence in the media. 18 15.48770 .62825
p < .05
Table 26 shows the association between the attitudes
toward the role of the church and the prevention of violence
among Black youth by the total number of youth served during
the last six months in programs specifically designed to
prevent violence among Black youth. There is a very strong
significant relationship between (1) I feel that the Black
Church prevents violence among Black youth and the number of
youth served in programs specifically designed to prevent
violence among Black youth (.85422), whereas strong
relationships are found in (2) my church gets involved with
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the prevention of violence among Black youth and the number
of youth served in programs specifically designed to prevent
violence among Black youth (.65643), and (3) youth served in
programs specifically designed to prevent violence among
Black youth (.62825).
Based on the above findings, there is a significant
relationship between the association between the attitudes
toward the role of the church and the prevalence of programs
aimed at preventing violence among Black youth. Therefore
the null hypothesis is rejected.
Hypothesis 3
There will be no statistical significant relationship
between the ages of the pastors and the prevention of
violence among Black youth.
TABLE 27





What is your age? 30 24.19637 .76307
p < .05
Table 27 shows at .76307, there is a strong
significant relationship between the age of the pastor and
the prevention of violence among Black youth. Therefore the
null hypothesis is rejected.
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Hypothesis 4
There will be no statistical significant relationship
between the educational level of the pastors and the
prevention of violence among Black youth.
TABLE 28











p < . 05
Table 28 shows at .55368, there is a significant
relationship between the educational level of the pastors
and the prevention of violence among Black youth. Therefore
the researcher rejects the null hypothesis.
Hypothesis 5
There will be no statistical significant relationship
between the total membership of the church and the
prevention of violence among Black youth.
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TABLE 29





What is the approximate
size of the "total"
membership? 30 27.91812 .57478
p < .05
Table 29 shows at .57478, there is a significant
relationship between the total membership of the church and
the prevention of violence among Black youth. Therefore the
researcher rejects the null hypothesis.
Hypothesis 6
There will be no statistical relationship between
Black churches that are members of the Council of National
Black Churches and Black churches that are not and the
prevention of violence among Black youth.
TABLE 30
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL OF NATIONAL BLACK CHURCHES
BY THE NUMBER OF YOUTH SERVED
(N - 50)
Chi-
VarleUale df Square Significance
Does your church participate
in violence prevention
programs sponsored by the
Council of National Black
Churches? 6 10.64103 .10013
p < .05
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Table 30 shows at .10013, there is no significant
relationship between the total membership of the church and
the prevention of violence among Black youth. Therefore the
researcher accepts the null hypothesis.
Hypothesis 7
There will be no statistical significant relationship
between Black churches that have been in operation for 25
years or less and Black churches that are over 100 years,
and the prevention of violence for Black youth.
TABLE 31
DURATION OF CHURCH BY THE NUMBER OF YOUTH SERVED
(N « 50)
Chi-
Varledsle df Square Significance
How many years have your
church been in operation? 30 33.29289 .30997
p < .05
Table 31 shows at .30997, there is no significant
relationship between the total number of years the church
has been in operation and the prevention of violence among




This study examined the role of Black churches in
metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia in the prevention of violence
among African American youth. The majority of the churches
represented in this study were located within the city of
Atlanta. There were several major findings in this study.
Baptist churches represented the largest percentage of the
sample population in metro Atlanta and were statistically
found to be more actively involved in programs that prevent
violence among Black youth than other denominations.
In relation to the size of the total membership, it
was found that churches with a total membership of less than
500 to 1,000 members that had been in operation for over 100
years and were located in middle to lower socioeconomic
communities, were more actively involved in programs that
prevent violence among Black youth. These findings may
indicate that smaller churches tend to have closer
relationships among the members, and older churches are more
stable and established with boundaries that can focus on the
needs of the community.
The majority of the churches in this study were not
affiliated with violence prevention programs sponsored by
the Council of National Black Churches. Many of the
respondents were neither aware of this organization nor that
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ministers could work part-time for various agencies that
address violence prevention issues.
A relationship between the ages and educational
levels of the pastors and the prevention of violence among
African American youth was found. Churches with pastors
ages 45-54 who had Master's degrees tended to be actively
involved in programs that prevent violence among Black youth
at least one time per week. In addition, majority of the
respondents were males and African American. These findings
are similar to Billingsley and Caldwell in terms of pastors
being involved who are African American and with higher
educational backgrounds. The findings seem to reflect and
support research done on Black Churches in other studies by
Lincoln and Mamiya, Billingsley and Ward.’
Significantly, information regarding the approximate
percentages of the churches' congregation according to
income levels was practically nil. Yet a majority of the
pastors genuinely tried to obtain this data in that they
called upon some of their members who were on the premises
during the time of the interview for assistance in the
pastors' responses. From the researcher's observation, it
appeared as if some expressed regrets in being unable to
respond more adequately. The sporadic responses could
indicate that the pastors' major roles in their churches did
’Billingsley and Caldwell, "Social Relevance of Black
Church," 2-19.
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not encompass being abreast about this aspect of their
congregations.
In relation to the attitudes toward the role of the
Black church in the prevention of violence among Black
youth, the respondents expressed very positive attitudes
toward violence prevention programs for Black youth were
found. From these findings, it can be suggested there is a
sensitivity by the respondents for the churches to be
involved in programs specifically aimed at preventing
violence among Black youth. With reference to violence
among Black youth being misrepresented by the media, the
findings support the theories of Prothrow-Stitch and others,
who suggested that changes in the attitudes toward violence
in organized units in society that deliver messages, such as
the media, can help to prevent violence among Black youth.^
In reference to teaching Black parents to teach their
children, it was expressed by some respondents that children
were also a major resource for parents suggesting that "the
children bring their parents to church and to church
activities." This observation might have many implications,
one of which could indicate family role reversals.
Findings regarding the roles of the church reflected
that the respondents believed that the church may be the
most important community institution that can bring about
^Prothrow-Stitch and Weissman, Deadly Consequences; How
Violence is Destroying Our Teenage Population and a Plan to
Becrin Solving the Problem. 28.
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approaches to prevent violence among Black youth. Pastors
and associate ministers with collaboration from other
churches, should initiate, organize and sponsor programs and
activities aimed at preventing violence among Black youth in
African American communities. These findings convey
similarities to the views on the role of the Black church
imparted by Lincoln and Mamiya, Billingsley, Ward and
others, that the Black church is a formidable institution
and believes in collaborating with other churches in Black
communities to provide outreach programs.^
There were varying views regarding the extent to
which the pastors should seek the approval of the
congregation when making decisions about programs they would
implement. Baptist pastors expressed the belief that they
should involve the congregation in approving programs before
implementing programs. The African Methodist Episcopal
pastors had different views. Based on the researcher's
awareness of the structure of the African Methodist
Episcopal churches, in relation to the process of decision
making, this may be due to the fact that the congregation is
involved at another level. However, the organization of
denominational structure and decision making processes in
Black churches were not explored in this study.
^ard, Billingsley, Simon, and Crocker-Burris, "Black
Churches in Atlanta Reach Out," 31.
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It was significant that even though respondents
agreed that violence among Black male youth is destroying
the Black communities, they strongly believed this situation
is related to other persons and/or factors. These beliefs
are somewhat supported by the National Research Council.^
In the areas of violence prevention programs, a
majority of the churches had programs that addressed the
risk for violence for youth with the exception of a lesser
prevalence of daycare and afterschool programs.
Overwhelmingly, there was negative reaction to firearm
safety programs. The findings may indicate the attitudes of
the respondents toward not involving the churches in matters
regarding guns and firearms. While some of the churches had
daycare and a few afterschool programs, it seems that there
were not attitudes that linked the importance for the need
of daycares and preschool as resources for violence
prevention in Black communities. Still others implied that
the state guidelines were possible deterrents or that their
resources limited their abilities to meet the guidelines for
daycare and afterschool programs.
The researcher observed that a minority of
respondents exemplified anguish feelings because they were
unable to identify more specific programs directly involved
with the prevention of violence among youth, and on
^National Research Council, Understanding and
Preventing Violence. 378.
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occasions would seek the assistance from administrative
staff or members.
Based on the significance of this study and with the
support drawn from findings and theories in the literature
review, the researcher concludes with the belief that the
Black churches in metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia have varying
roles in the prevention of violence among African American
youth.
Limitations of the Study
A limitation of this study is that the questionnaire
did not consist of questions to determine the internal
validity of the nuitber of youth that respondents reported to
be serving in programs that address the risk for violence.
The interview format did not allow opportunities for the
respondents to research the answers that required numerical
data. Yet in many instances the data was not a part of
their records.
The other limitation is that the study was conducted
from a small sample population in metropolitan Atlanta,
Georgia. In addition, some of the specific data on the
Black churches within the metropolitan area were not
available to the researcher or provided by the
denominations. Therefore these limitations do not allow for
the study findings to be generalized nationally. In
relation to sample size and location, the composite
characteristic of the study population consisted of pastors
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primarily. Views from the congregations and members of the
churches in Atlanta were not obtained. Thus, the church's
role in violence prevention is presented only from the
viewpoints of the ministers.
Suggested Directions for Further Research
The researcher suggests the following directions for
further research on the role of the Black church in the
prevention of violence among African American youth. For a
study of such magnitude on the role of Black churches, roles
can be more adequately presented in pre- and post-evaluative
research. This will help to detennine whether or not the
intervention from the churches were effective in the
prevention of violence.
It is suggested by the researcher to conduct a survey
of churches that are involved in the prevention of violence
among Black youth through the Council on National Black
Churches. The dissemination of data found on churches with
pastors involved in the programs sponsored by the Council,
may help other ministers assess how their churches can
address issues in the prevention of violence among Black
youth.
A modified survey on violence prevention administered
to a selected sample of members of congregations in Black
churches could serve to obtain data from a cross-section as
well as build awareness of the need for more prevention
efforts.
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Based on the hypotheses which found significant
relationships between ages and educational levels, attitudes
of the pastors, and duration and membership size of Black
churches in metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia, the researcher
suggests the replication of this study in order to determine
if churches in other cities or rural and suburban areas have
similar findings. The findings of this study which focused
on Black churches, may also have implications for the
violence prevention programs in churches among other races
and nationalities.
CHAPTER SIX
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE
Based on the research discussions and findings in
this study, the role of the Black church and the prevention
of violence among Black youth have implications for social
work practice, and education.
The programs discussed in this study which were
implemented in Black church settings, utilized different
approaches to the delivery of services within the
communities which have relevance for social work. It is
assumed by the researcher that social workers who will
practice in the field of child and family with an emphasis
on child welfare services, juvenile offenders and
delinquency, or with legal issues and services for youth,
will need to have some general knowledge in relation to
churches that have programs that address the prevention of
violence among Black youth.
With the identification of Black churches as
important social institutions as part of community systems,
social workers should become familiar with churches and
disseminate information to social agencies, resources and
other data that addresses the prevention of violence among
Black youth. With grounding in systems theory, the church
can be seen as part of a network of institutions in the
community that can help families and individuals meet their
responsibilities to prevent violence among Black youth.
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The following are some of the specific ways this
might be done. Social workers might be a paramount resource
in assisting churches in translating the pastors' strong
beliefs about churches involvement in violence prevention
into specific programmatic activities. Social workers who
are skilled in community resource assessment, community
action, collaboration and program planning might be useful
to churches as a support in bridging the gap between the
pastors' beliefs and action by the congregation in
establishing programs to prevent violence among Black youth.
One of the premises expressed by the pastors was that
the church is definitely involved in violence prevention
based on the teaching of the church. The expressed attitude
that the church is automatically involved in violence
prevention merely because of its existence and teachings,
provides a significant base from which social workers can
aid in expanding violence prevention programs among Black
youth.
It may be that some of the respondents might have
overestimated the number of programs their churches have
actually implemented. Even so, the mere fact that pastors
mentioned several programs in many areas demonstrated the
attitude that Black churches should sponsor violence
prevention programs for Black youth. For example, it could
be assumed that Black churches in this study would give high
priority to programs where more than 90% of the respondents
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indicate that they already operate such programs. If this
is the case, it may be that some of these programs are not
implemented year round, may not be as extensive or may be
confined to a small nimiber of youth. This provides social
workers an important role to play and perhaps with less
resistance in helping churches expand programs in these
areas.
Some of the most popular and acceptable programs
among these churches were mentoring programs for young Black
males. These programs help to develop self-esteem and
family cohesion among the youth, their mentors and other
church members. The respondents also believe it is
important to teach young males such topics as how to engage
in conflict resolution without fighting. They also believed
that it is important to teach youth African American history
and culture because the public schools and parents seem to
not do a good job in this area. Particularly in the
programmatic areas mentioned, social workers can be of
assistance to churches in developing, operating and
expanding such programs.
The researcher observed numerous examples of this
opportunity during the course of the study. Most often
during or after an interview, a pastor asked the researcher
to recommend someone who could come and speak to a church
audience or conduct a workshop on some of the issues that
address the risks of violence for Black youth. At times.
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the pastors would ask where to locate resources to support
programs in these areas. These examples create
opportunities for social workers to work with pastors,
associate ministers or directors of outreach to expand areas
of violence prevention.
On the other hand, there were some programs of
violence prevention which few of the respondents were aware
of or comfortable with. These programs were firearm safety,
computer skills and media mentoring. The social worker,
because of skills in research, communication, and
environmental modifications utilizing systems approaches,
may be able to assist pastors in developing a new awareness
of the importance of these programs in the prevention of
violence among Black youth. This can be done through
individual and group discussions, workshops, seminars and
written materials. In relation to distribution of
materials, social workers can be a resource for further
information.
A significant example of the need for new awareness
by pastors is in the area of firearm safety. Only 10% of
the respondents indicated they have programs in this area.
Yet it is widely known that the purchase, distribution, use
and misuse of firearms are major causes of violence among
Black youth as well as other groups. Here again,
professional social workers may be able to assist with this
awareness.
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It is also important that pastors be informed and
encouraged to develop programs in these areas because of the
influence pastors have on their congregations and with the
general public. The findings from this study may suggest a
need to hire social workers in church settings to assist in
delivering interventions that can help confront this crisis.
In addition to the above implications for social work
practice, this study has implications for social work
education. Because many pastors are engaged in social
action outreach programs, this may indicate that the church
is a resource for social work field placements, after the
application of formal instructions.
In conclusion, in support of the belief set forth by
the researcher at the beginning of the study, the findings
of the study show that Black churches have important roles





SAMPLE LETTER TO PASTORS
January 25, 1997
Dear Rev.
I am a graduate student at Clark Atlanta University
School of Social Work and I am conducting research for my
thesis on "The Role of the Black Church and the Prevention
of Violence eunong African American Youth". This research is
a part of the Clark Atlanta University's Community Family
and Life Center for the Prevention of Violence among African
American males and females. It is also similar to research
on the Role of the Black Church to determine the extent to
which Black churches in Atlanta were actively involved in
community outreach programs by author and sociologist. Dr.
Andrew Billingsley, Naomi T. Ward, others and me (Ms.
Crocker), of which I assisted with the administration of the
questionnaires.
The focus on the Prevention of Violence in my thesis,
may have significance to further the Outreach Ministries
implemented by Black churches. I've been encouraged by Dr.
Billingsley and Professor Naomi T. Ward to call upon you to
seek your assistance and support for your church to be a
part of this study. I would like to request an interview
with either you, your Associate Minister, or Director of
Outreach Ministry between February 1, 1997 and on or before
February 15, 1997. I will be contacting you to determine
your willingness to participate and to arrange an
appointment for an interview.
Upon completion of this thesis and request, I will be
happy to share a s\immary of the research findings. A copy
will later be on file in the Clark Atlanta University Center
Library. If you desire to speak with me further concerning




Thank you kindly for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Judith Crocker, B.A.
Master of Social Work Student
Professor Naomi T. Ward, MSW, LCSW
Thesis Advisor
APPEin)IX B
THE BLACK CHURCH AND THE PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE
AMONG BLACK YOUTH QUESTIONNAIRE
The purpose of The Black Church and the Prevention of
Violence among Black Youth Questionnaire, is to examine to
what extent the role of the Black Church play in the
prevention of violence among Black youth. The terms,
violence and prevention are defined below.
Violence is a deliberate act of severe and intense
force and power, by one or more individuals whose aim is to
injure the health and well being of others. These behaviors
can include self destruction, acts against others with or
without weapons, fighting, violation of laws such as murder,
assault, robbery and rape, and can attempt, threaten and
inflict physical, mental or emotional harm on another.’
Prevention of violence refers to programs, activities
and practices aimed at preventing physical, mental or
emotional, injury or danger to individuals or populations.^
Programs that address the prevention of violence for Black
youth can include mentoring, building self esteem, crisis
intervention, conflict resolution, social skills training,
firearm safety, parenting skills, peer education, substance
abuse education, teaching Afro-American heritage and values,
health issues, academic tutoring. Rites of Passage, basic
values, safety measures, media monitoring, sex education,
career development, recreational activities, after-school
programs. Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts, family cohesion, daycare,
and summer camp.
"At risk" refers to factors that can contribute to
violence such as alcohol, illegal drug use, use of weapons,
unemployment, and poverty, family and parental conflict.^
’National Association of Social Workers, The Social
Work Dictionary. 3d ed. (Washington, DC; National
Association of Social Workers, 1995), s.v. "Violence," by
Robert L. Barker.
^National Association of Social Workers, Encyclopedia
of Social Work. 18th ed. (Washington, DC; National
Association of Social Workers, Inc., 1987), s.v.
"Prevention" by Martin Bloom.
^Edwards and Hopps, eds.. Encyclopedia for Social Work.
19th ed. (Washington, DC; National Association of Social
Workers, 1995), s.v. "Risk Factors."
99
100
THE BLACK CHURCH AND THE PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE
AMONG BLACK YOUTH QUESTIONNAIRE
PART I
DEMOGRAPHICS: BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CHURCH
Questions 1-6 are designed to obtain background information
about your church. Please answer each item by circling the
correct answer.
1. What is the denomination of your church?
1. Baptist
2. Jehovah Witness
3. Seven Day Adventist
4. United Methodist
5. Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME)
6. African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
7. African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ)
8. Episcopal




13. Other . . . Specify
2. What is the approximate size of the "total" membership?
1. Less than 500 members
2. 501 to 1000 members
3. 1001 to 1500 members
4. 1501 to 2000 members
5. Over 2001 members Please specify
3. How many years have your church been in operation?
1. 0 to 25 years
2. 26 to 50 years
3. 51 to 75 years
4. 76 to 100 years
5. Over 100 years Please specify
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The church owns property that is used for: (Circle all
that apply)
1. Violence prevention programs Yes No
2. Rehabilitation centers Yes No
3. Shelters for battered women and
their children Yes No
4. Daycare Yes No
5. Preschool Yes No
The church is located in what type of community?1.Lower socioeconomic community
2 . Middle income community3.Upper income community
Does your church participate in violence prevention




If yes, which program(s)
PART II
DEMOGRAPHICS: BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT THE PASTOR
Questions 7-12 are designed to obtain background information
about the pastor. Please answer each item by circling the
correct answer.











What is your age?
1. Under 35 years
2. 35-44
3. 45-54
4. 55 - 64
5. 65 and older
9.
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What is the highest educational level of the pastor?
1. Less than high school





What percentage of the congregation would you say are:
1. Age 15 or younger %
2. Between 16 - 30 %
3. Between 31 - 45 %
4. Between 46 - 60 %
5. 61 and older %
What percentage of your congregation represents income
1. Under $10,000 %
2. $10,001 - $20,000 %
3. $20,001 - $30,000 %
4. $30,001 - $40,000 %
5. $40,001 - $50,000 %
6. $50,001 - $60,000 %
7. $60,001 - $70,000 %
8. $70,001 - above %
PART III
ATTITUDES TOWARD VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM FOR BLACK YOUTH
Questions 13-24 are designed to measure your attitude toward
the role of the Black Church and the prevention of violence
among Black youth. Answer each item by placing a number by




1 = None of the time
2 = Very rarely
3 = A little of the time
4 = Some of the time
5 = A good part of the time
6 = Most of the time
7 = All of the time
I feel that violence among Black youth is
misrepresented by the media.
I feel that the Black Church prevents violence
among Black youth.
I feel that the Black Church has a responsibility
to teach Black youth how to resolve disputes
without fighting.
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16- I feel that the Black Church can teach Black
parents how to teach their children to resolve
conflict.
17. I feel that the Black church can protest against
violence in the media.
18. I feel responsible to preach or teach about ways
to prevent violence among Black youth by using the
scriptures.
19. I believe that my church can help to prevent
violence among Black youth.
20. My church gets involve with the prevention of
violence among Black youth.
21. I believe that my church should collaborate with
other Black churches to provide community outreach
programs for the prevention of violence among
Black youth.
22. I support programs and activities designed to
prevent violence among Black youth in Black
churches.
23. I believe that the church should organize
seminars, activities, programs, conferences, and
workshops specifically aimed to prevent violence
among Black youth.
24. I believe that Black churches are acting in ways
that prevent violence among Black youth.
PART IV: QUESTIONS ON THE ROLE OF THE BLACK CHURCH
Beside statements 25-33, please circle the appropriate
response if you: Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, Strongly
Disagree, or are Undecided.25.It is the role of the Black church to help prevent








26. The pastor or ministers should seek the approval of the
congregation before sponsoring activities that prevent






27. Black communities need intervention from the Black






28. The Black Church may be the most important community
institution that can bring about approaches to prevent













30. It is the role of the Black Church to teach Black youth






31. It is the role of the pastor and ministers to organize







32. The Black Church should sponsor programs aimed at






33. It is my responsibility to initiate discussions on the
prevention of violence among Black youth at meetings,






PART V: VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS
In this section, the questions are designed to determine if
your church is actively involved in programs that address
the prevention of violence for African American youth. In
questions 34-36, please answer each item by circling the
correct answer.
34. My church is actively involved in programs that prevent
violence among Black youth.
1. One time per week Yes No
2. Twice per week Yes No
3 . Three times per week Yes No
4. More than three times per week Yes No
5. None at all Yes No
34A. What is the appropriate nxamber of Black youth your
church has served during the last six months (October
1, 1996 through February 1997) in programs specifically
designed to prevent violence among Black youth?
1. None at all
2. 0-15
3. 16 - 30
4. 31 - 45
5. 46 - 60
6. 61 and over
35. What percentages of "nonmembers" in the following age
categories do you serve in programs other than Sunday




4. 18 and over %
10636.What percentages of "members" in the following age
categories do you serve in programs other than Sunday




4. 18 and over %
In the following question, please place an "X" by each
program that addresses the prevention of violence for Black
youth in your church.
37. What programs do your church have that address the risk












1. Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts
m. daycare
n. sxammer camp
o. Black male youth projects
p. crisis intervention
q. social skills training
r. parenting skills
s. substance abuse education
t. health issues






38. Do you feel there are parts of your formal worship




3. If yes, please explain:
APPENDIX C
LIST OF SAMPLE CHURCHES




2. Thankful Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1605
Decatur, Georgia 30031-1605
Rev. Jimmy R. Gibson












6. Greenforest Baptist Church
3250 Rainbow Drive
Decatur, Georgia 30034
Rev. Dr. George 0. McCalep
7. St. Paul AME
2687 Klondike Road
Lithonia, Georgia 30058
Rev. D. A. Anderson
8. First Congregational Church
105 Courtland Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-4422
Rev. Elizabeth Clement
9. Greater Hopewell CME Church
604 Cooper St., SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Rev. Nellie C. Williams
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10. Mount Sinai Baptist Church
422 Merritts Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30308-2509
Rev. H. M. Smith
11. Central Holiness Church
670 Angier Avenue, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Rev. Calvin Colquitt, Sr.
12. Sanctified Mount Zion Church of Nigeria
P.O. Box 10563
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. Richard J. Ekereke
13. West Side Community CME
2114 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. Stephen Delaine
14. Bethany Baptist Church
1109 McDaniel Street SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. R. H. Hix
15. Iconium Baptist Church
1050 McDaniel Street, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. M. A. Linsey
16. West Hunter Street Baptist Church
1040 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. Dr. T. Dewitt Smith, Jr.
17. Calvary United Methodist Church
1471 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. Jacqueline Rose
18. Greater Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
1131 Smith St. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Rev. John Ward
19. St. John Missionary Baptist Church
52 Fairburn Road, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30331
Rev. S. John Bartley
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20. Hoosier Memorial United Methodist
2545 Benjamin E. Mays Dr. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30311
Rev. Donald Reed
21. St. Paul's Episcopal Church
306 Peyton Rd., SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30311
Rev. Edward R. Warner
22. Wheat Street Baptist Church
18 William Holmes Borders St.
Atlanta, Georgia 30312
Rev. Dr. Michael N. Harris
23. New Hope Baptist Church
236 Richardson St. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30312
Rev. Dennis Byrd




25. Church of the Master
3400 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Abram Johnson
26. Butler Street Baptist Church
315 Ralph McGill Blvd. NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30312
Rev. Dr. George Langhorn
27. Friendship Baptist Church
437 Mitchell Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30313
Rev. Dr. William Guy
28. The Move of God Church
157 Anderson Avenue NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Edward Harris
29. Pilgrim Travelers Baptist church
1187 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Johnny Lee Davis, Sr.
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30. Simpsom Street Church of Christ
810 Simpson Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Dr. Andrew J. Hairston
31. Greater Vine City Baptist Church
166 Walnut St. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. J. W. Fields
32. Central United Methodist Church
501-7 Mitchell St. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Dr. Rodney Smothers
33. Providence Missionary Baptist Church
2295 Benjamin E. Mays Dr. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30311
Rev. Dr. Gerald L. Durley
34. Allen Temple AME Church
1625 Simpson Rd. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Dr. Charles Wells Sr.
35. Beulah Baptist Church
170 Griffin St. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. W. L. Cottrell
36. Grace Covenant Baptist Church
775 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Charles Stokes
37. Fountain Temple AME
965 Violet Ave. SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30314
Rev. Gaines Culpepper
38. Calvary Temple Baptist Church
700 Cooper St. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30315
Rev. J. 0. Jackson





40. Greater Piney Grove Baptist Church
1879 Glenwood Ave. SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30316
Rev. William E. Flippin
41. St. Phillip AME Church
240 Candler Rd. SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30317
Rev. George Moore
42. Antioch Baptist Church North
540 Kennedy St. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30318
Rev. Dr. Cameron Alexander
43• Norwood Memorial Baptist Church
2388 Perry Blvd. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30318
Rev. R.F. Glover
44. St. Paul of the Cross Parish
551 Harwell Rd. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30318
Rev. Melvin A. Shorter, CP
45. Lindsey Street Baptist Church
881 North Ave. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30318
Rev. Anthony A.W. Motley
46. New Westside Baptist Church
2567 Baker Rd. NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30318
Rev. Harold Matthews
47. Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
17 Fairburn Rd. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30331
Rev. Douglas Stowers
48. Mount Moriah Baptist Church
1600 Mt. Moriah Road NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30329
Rev. Orlando K. Winters
Walker's Tabernacle Baptist Church





50. Turner Chapel AME Church
4650 Cascade Rd. SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30331
Rev. Ronald W. Mizer
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